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A Message From Wahnapitae First Nation

I hope everyone is enjoying a wonderful and safe 
summer season. As you spend time on the lake and 
out on the lands, please remember to prioritize safety. 
Whether you are boating, swimming, or exploring 
our beautiful natural surroundings, taking precautions 
ensures a safe and enjoyable experience for all.

As we move (too quickly, in my opinion) through 
the summer months, please be mindful of ongoing 
construction projects going on in the community. These 
developments are crucial for our community’s growth, 
safety and your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
With school still on summer break, please be extra 
vigilant for children playing in the community. Their 
safety is our shared responsibility, and a little extra 
caution goes a long way in protecting our young ones.

August means it is once again time for us to gather, 
drum, sing, and dance as a community in celebration of 
our culture and resilience. Our 29th Annual Traditional 
Pow-Wow, taking place on August 17 and 18, is a time 
of healing with our music and traditions. This year’s 
event holds special significance as we gather to honour 
family. 

In the days before our Pow-Wow, there will be sunrise 
ceremonies and a community sweat, a family movie 
night and many opportunities to volunteer to make 
this a Pow-Wow to remember.

As many of you are aware, the McGregor family recently 
experienced the passing of their patriarch, Lawrence 
McGregor. His wisdom, kindness, and contributions as 
a respected Elder will be deeply missed. May we keep 
his memory alive in our hearts and actions.

Miigwetch, 

Ogimaa Larry Roque

Wahnapitae First Nation 
Centre of Excellence

259 Taighwenini Trail Road
Capreol, Ontario P0M 1H0

Phone: (705) 858-0610
Fax: (705) 858-5570

Hours of operation:
Monday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Wednesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

For the most up to date community 
information, notices, events and 

updates, register or visit us online.
Register for a members account:

      www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com

Sign up for email notices and updates:

      www.tinyurl.com/wfn-email

See what we’re up to:

     @WahnapitaeFirstNation

Do you have questions, comments or suggestions?
Please contact Communications Officer, Monica Dorion:

Monica.Dorion@wahnapitaefn.com      Ext: 250

The Wahnapitae First Nation Community Newsletter is 
published on the first Wednesday of every month. 

Select photos courtesy of WFN files, staff, Shutterstock.com and Canva.com. 
Created by Breanne Addison, Communication & Events Assistant.
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Community News

From July 10-12, Wahnapitae First Nation had the 
pleasure of hosting a heartwarming and skill-
building birchbark basket-making workshop for our 
community. This enriching three-day event was led 
by the talented Josh Leclair of Biigtigong Nishnaabeg, 
who generously shared his expertise in crafting 
winnowing baskets, storage baskets, gathering 
baskets, and even canoes from birch bark.

The birch tree holds a special place in our history, 
serving various purposes such as trade, food, 
medicines, torches, fire-making, clothing, and 
construction materials for structures like teaching 
lodges, sweat lodges, shake tents, and wigwams. It 
has also been used to create implements for storing 
water, sap, birch and maple syrup, and for collecting 
wild rice.

Under Josh’s careful supervision, our children joyfully 
crafted small canoes, while community members 
created beautiful winnowing baskets, decorative 
baskets, storage baskets, and harvesting baskets. The 
entire process, from gathering the birch bark and 
spruce root to soaking the birch and de-barking the 
spruce root to make traditional thread for sewing 
the baskets, was deeply therapeutic and spiritually 
connecting.

This workshop was made possible through the 
collaborative efforts of Shining Turtle, Tammy, 
Natalie, and the dedicated summer camp staff. Truly, 
many hands make light lifting. We extend our Chi 
Miigwetch to everyone involved, especially Josh for 
sharing his knowledge and skills. Miigwetch, for your 
ongoing commitment to our community.

Chii Miigwetch, 

Shining Turtle
Sturgeon Clan

Birch Bark Basket Making
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The Wahnapitae youth embarked on a journey to 
the Sagamok Anishinawbek annual traditional Pow 
Wow on July 13th. This journey was not just a trip, 
but a meaningful experience that deepened their 
connection to their culture, heritage, and each other.

As the boys arrived at the Pow Wow grounds, the 
air was filled with the rhythmic beats of the drums 
and the vibrant colors of traditional regalia. The scent 
of the sacred fire and sweetgrass lingered in the air, 
setting a sacred atmosphere. The boys, with hearts 
full of excitement and reverence, joined the circle of 
dancers, their steps guided by the ancestral rhythms 
that echoed through the ages.

Throughout the day, they met with friends and family, 
sharing stories and laughter that bridged generations. 
Each encounter was a reminder of their roots and the 
strength of their community. The Pow Wow was a 
tapestry of connections, woven with the threads of 
shared history and traditions.

The boys also indulged in the diverse food offerings 
from the many vendors. They savored Bannock 
and Balone, Anishinaabe taco’s, frybread, each bite 
a celebration of their culinary heritage. The food 
nourished not just their bodies but their spirits, 
reminding them of the bounty of the land and the 
wisdom of their ancestors.

As the sun began to set, casting a golden hue over the 
gathering, the boys felt a sense of fulfillment. They had 
danced, laughed, and connected with the community 
in ways that would stay with them forever. The Pow 
Wow had given them a deeper appreciation for their 
culture and a renewed sense of belonging.

With the day drawing to a close, they packed up their 
tent and chairs, their hearts full and spirits lifted. They 
loaded up for the drive east along Highway 17 towards 
Sudbury and then north to Wahnapitae First Nation. 
The journey back was quiet, each boy reflecting on 
the day’s experiences and the lessons learned.

It was a wonderful day for the boys, one where 
they not only enjoyed the culture but also felt the 
warmth and love of our large Anishinaabe Family who 
welcomed them with open arms. The Pow Wow was 
more than just an event; it was a spiritual journey that 
strengthened their bonds with their culture and each 
other.

As they arrived back home, they knew that the spirit 
of the Sagamok Anishinawbek Pow Wow would stay 
with them, guiding them in their daily lives and future 
endeavors. The journey had come to an end, but the 
spirit of the day would continue to inspire and uplift 
them for years to come.

Chii Miigwetch, 

Shining Turtle
Sturgeon Clan

A Journey to the Sagamok 
Anishinawbek Pow Wow
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ambe gikinoo’amaagozi • let’s go to school
students • gaa-gikinoo’amaawindawaa

principal • gaa-niigaanishkang gikinoo’aamaagewigamig
teacher • ogikinoo’amaage

vice-principal • aa-niigaanishkang-owiiji’ige
secretary • odoozhibii’ige

librarian • mazina’iganan gaa-naagajitood
educational assistant • ogikinoo’amaage-owiiji’ige

bus driver • gichi-odaabaan obimibizonike
custodian • obekichige

friends • niwiijiiwaaganag 
elders • gitaadiziig

school book • gikinoo’amaadii-mazina’igan
pencil/pen • ozhibii’iganaak

black board/white board • ozhibii’iganaatig

Enjoy these words and practice. 

Gi-Ga  Ga-noo-ni-di-min Miin-awaa • We will talk together again



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 16

Lands Department

   
   
 
 
 
June 19, 2024 
 
Shay Yaskovitch 
RPF Planning Forester 
705-995-2406 
shay.yaskovitch@frmg.ca    
 
 
RE: Notice of the 2024-2025 Herbicide Project for the Timiskaming Forest 
 
Shay Yaskovitch 
 
Please be advised that Wahnapitae First Nation (WFN) is NOT in favour of the Timiskaming Forest Alliance’s plan 
to conduct site preparation or tending using herbicides within WFN’s traditional territory. 
 
WFN has provided our opinion on this matter in the past, as we have concerns regarding, 
• Health of our band members that spend time on the land 
• Health of wildlife, plants, groundcover (medicinal), reptiles, insects and birds 
• Environmental health of our groundwater, streams, rivers and lakes  
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Chief Larry Roque 
Wahnapitae First Nation 

WWaahhnnaappiittaaee  FFiirrsstt  NNaattiioonn  
 

259 TAIGHWENINI TRAIL 
CAPREOL ONTARIO   P0M 1H0 

 

     
Phone: (705) 858-0610   Fax: (705) 858-5570 

www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com 
 

   
   
 
 
 
June 19, 2024 
 
Julia Ieropoli 
RPF Management Forester 
O: 705-267-3339 ext. 505 
C: 705-221-6341 
Julia.Ieropoli@interfor.com    
 
 
RE: Notice of the 2024-2025 Herbicide Project for the Spanish Forest 
 
Julia Ieropoli, 
 
Please be advised that Wahnapitae First Nation (WFN) is NOT in favour of Interfor’s plan to conduct site 
preparation or tending using herbicides within WFN’s traditional territory. 
 
WFN has provided our opinion on this matter in the past, as we have concerns regarding, 
• Health of our band members that spend time on the land 
• Health of wildlife, plants, groundcover (medicinal), reptiles, insects and birds 
• Environmental health of our groundwater, streams, rivers and lakes  
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Chief Larry Roque 
Wahnapitae First Nation 

WWaahhnnaappiittaaee  FFiirrsstt  NNaattiioonn  
 

259 TAIGHWENINI TRAIL 
CAPREOL ONTARIO   P0M 1H0 

 

     
Phone: (705) 858-0610   Fax: (705) 858-5570 

www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com 
 

The following letters have been sent to the respective Forestry Companies regarding Herbicide 
Spraying in the Wahnapitae First Nation Territory.
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Education Department

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
ALL SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO WEATHER, OR UNFORSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES 
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY TO HAVE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS IN PLACE IF CHILDCARE IS REQUIRED 

August 2024 
SUMMER CAMP 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
    

Pyjama Day! 
Movie & Self-

care 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

HOLIDAY 
No Program 

Splash Pad & 
Outdoor 
activities 

Lunch Provided 

Scavenger 
Hunt Day! 

 

Indoor Station 
Activities 

Lunch Provided 
 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

Medicine 
teachings with 
The ugly Barn 
Farm & Line! 

Birds of Prey 
 

Dynamic Earth 
Outing 

Lunch Provided 

Youth Voice— 
Outdoor sports 

day! 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 

The Amazing 
Race Summer 
Camp Edition 

 

Minute to Win 
it games! 

 

CANADA’S 
WONDERLAND 

Day Trip! 
End of 

program 
celebration! 

 
 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
       

IMPORTANT UPDATES: 
• Summer Camp will begin on Monday July 8th, ending on Thursday August 21st.  
• Children and Youth must be registered to attend Summer Camp to attend, no 

exceptions.  
Schedule:  
• Ages 4-11: Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-12:00PM and 1:00PM-3:00PM 
• Ages 12-15 Opportunity to volunteer and demonstrate leadership skills  



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 28

28 29 30 31
MDG Summer Treats 
10:00 AM • Wellness 
Wednesdays @ MDG
RSVP Deadline Jul. 1

1 2 3

4 5 
OFFICES CLOSED

6
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!
6:00 PM • Back to 
School Readiness

7
MDG Summer Treats 
3:00 PM • Healthy 
Snacks Bins Pick Up

8 9 10

11 12 13
1:00 PM • Soup’s ON!

14
MDG Summer Treats 
6:30 PM • Info 
Management 
Infosession

Deadline to add to Annual 
General Meeting Agenda

15
6:00 AM • Pow-Wow 
Sunrise Ceremony
5:00 PM • Nutrition 
Bingo

16
6:00 AM • Pow-Wow 
Sunrise Ceremony
3:00 PM • Service 
Ontario Mobile Office
5:00 PM •Community 
Sweat Lodge
8:30 PM • Family 
Outdoor Movie

17
6:00 AM • Pow-Wow 
Sunrise Ceremony

29th Annual 
Traditional 
Pow-Wow

18
6:00 AM • Pow-Wow 
Sunrise Ceremony

29th Annual 
Traditional 
Pow-Wow

19 20
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!

21
MDG Summer Treats 
4:00 PM • Healthy 
Recipe OTM Pick Up
RSVP Deadline Aug.14

22 23 24

25 26
6:00 PM • Orange 
Standard Focus 
Group

27
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!
6:00 PM • Chief 
& Council Regular 
Meeting
Web RSVP Deadline Jul. 23

28 
MDG Summer Treats
10:00 AM • Work on it 
Wednesdays 
6:30 PM • Info 
Management 
Infosession

29
10:00 AM • Overdose 
Awareness Day 
Infosession

30 31

1 2 
OFFICES CLOSED

3
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!

4 5
5:00 PM • 
Congregate Dining
RSVP Deadline Sep. 3

6 7

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Wahnapitae First Nation
August 2024 • Minoomini Giizis Grain (Wild Rice) Moon Community Events Calendar

Please visit www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com for all up-to-date community event information, news and notices.


