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Community Events

Renew your documents quickly!
• Health Cards • Drivers Licences • MTO Services
*Please bring one piece of Government ID, red and white health cards are accepted.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26       MAAN DOOSH GAMIG      9:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Mobile 
Services
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Community Notice

Mobile 
Services
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A message from Wahnapitae First Nation
As we dive into this new month, I urge every member of 
Wahnapitae First Nation to get involved and participate in 
our upcoming events. Your presence, your voice, and your 
commitment are valued as the driving force behind our 
vibrant and growing community. This month brings many 
opportunities for us to come together, engage, and make a 
meaningful impact on our shared journey.

For the past two years, Council, staff and member 
volunteers have been working diligently to draft 
Wahnapitae First Nation’s Financial Administration Law. 
After community information sessions and input, it has 
been presented to the membership and is in the final days 
of scrutiny at this time. Your participation in shaping our 
financial future is crucial. Please join us in-person for the 
Financial Administration Law vote at MDG (259 Taighwenini 
Trail Road) on Sunday, February 11 from 9 am to 8 pm. If you 
are not able to attend in person, online voting is available 
on our website and closes at 8 pm on Sunday, February 11.

Also of great importance to our membership is the 
outcome of the Robinson Huron Treaty Annuities Litigation 
settlement. Now that both Canada and Ontario have 
signed the settlement agreement, it is essential that we 
gather as a community to complete this decades-long 
journey. Please join us on Saturday, February 10 for an RHT 
Infosession at MDG. Members of the RHT Litigation team, 
as well as myself and Council, will be on hand to answer 
questions and help develop WFN’s plan for moving forward. 
The meeting will start at 10 am (doors will open at 9:30 am). 
Members must present identification to gain entrance to 
the meeting. Anyone who can’t attend in-person can attend 
via ZOOM at https://cutt.ly/RHTLF_WFN_February2024.

Although this winter has been a bit unusual in terms of 
weather, please remember to prioritize your safety when 
out and about in our beautiful territory. Whether skating 
on the ice rink, snowshoeing along a trail, venturing out on 
the ice, or simply enjoying the outdoor air, remember to let 
others know your plans, including where you are going and 
when to expect your return.

Miigwetch,

Ogimaa Larry Roque

The Wahnapitae First Nation Community Newsletter is 
published on the first Wednesday of every month. 

Select photos courtesy of WFN files, Shutterstock.com and Canva.com. 
Created by Breanne Addison, Communication & Events Assistant 

and Monica Dorion, Communications Officer.

Wahnapitae First Nation 
Centre of Excellence

259 Taighwenini Trail Road
Capreol, Ontario P0M 1H0

Phone: (705) 858-0610
Fax: (705) 858-5570

Hours of operation:
Monday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Wednesday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

We want to connect 
with you,
Wahnapitae First Nation encourages our 
members to sign up for email alerts and 
to visit us on-line so you can stay-up-to 
date on important community notices, 
events, news and safety measures. 

www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com         

@WahnapitaeFirstNation

www.tinyurl.com/wfn-email

Email alerts provide links to virtual 
community events, engagement sessions, 
this monthly newsletter and more. Here 
you can also express feedback on the 
community and its projects, as well 
as any concerns you have.
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Community Events
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Community Events
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Community Partner Events
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Ice Safety:  
Know when it’s safe to play
By Kailiegh Montgomery - Canadian Red Cross Blog. Published December 18, 2019, Red Cross Canada. 
www.redcross.ca/blog/2019/12/ice-safety-know-when-it-s-safe-to-play

The winter season brings many outdoor group and individual 
activities. Natural water bodies freeze over and become great 
recreational spaces for hockey, ice-skating and more.

There is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice. However, 

precautions can be taken to reduce the risks. To ensure you 
have a safe and healthy winter season, understand ice colour, 
location, weather and what to do in an emergency, so you know 
when it’s safe to play.

Color and Depth
The colour of ice may be an indication of its strength − clear 
blue to black ice is strongest, and likely the deepest. You 
should only skate on ice that is 20+ cm thick. White opaque or 
snow ice should be avoided. Grey ice indicates the presence of 
water and is unsafe to stand on.

Location
Ice thickness is never consistent. The weakest ice will be in 
the center and along the edge of the water. Avoid streams 
and flowing water, even if they look frozen. Avoid ice that has 
recently frozen, thawed, and then frozen again. The safer place 
to skate is on a still body of water, such as a lake.

Weather
Canada is prone to fluctuating weather conditions. Consistent 
air temperatures below freezing make for safer, stronger ice. 
Swings above zero can compromise the integrity of ice by 
melting existing ice or changing the water level, leaving unsafe 
spots in both the centre and shoreline of a lake.

Safety: When spending time on the ice, you should always be 
prepared for the worst-case scenario and have an emergency 
plan. If you get into trouble on ice and you’re by yourself:

Call for help. Resist the immediate urge to climb back out 
where you fell in. The ice is weak in this area.

Try to relax and catch your breath. Turn yourself toward shore 
so you are looking at where you entered onto the ice. The ice is 
more stable close to shore.

Reach forward onto the broken ice without pushing down. Kick 
your legs to try to get your A woman wearing a parka skates 
on a deserted wide frozen lakebody into a horizonal position. 
Continue kicking your legs, and crawl onto the ice.

When you are back on the ice, crawl on your stomach or roll 

away from the open area with your arms and legs spread out as 
far as possible to evenly distribute your body weight. Do not 
stand up! Look for shore and make sure you are crawling in the 
right direction.  

Rescuing another person from ice can be dangerous. The 
safest way to perform a rescue is from shore:

Call for help. Consider whether you can quickly get help from 
trained professionals (police, fire fighters or ambulance) or 
bystanders.

Check if you can reach the person using a long pole or branch 
from shore – if so, lie down and extend the pole to the person.
If you go onto ice, wear a PFD and carry a long pole or branch 
to test the ice in front of you. Bring something to reach or 
throw to the person (e.g. pole, weighted rope, line or tree 
branch).

When near the break, lie down to distribute your weight and 
slowly crawl toward the hole. Remaining low, extend or throw 
your emergency rescue device (pole, rope, line or branch) to 
the person. Have the person kick while you pull them out.

Additionally, avoid vehicles on the lake as they can cause shock 
waves, or may not be able to safely stop.  Make sure kids are 
always under supervision and keep pets on a leash.

When you’re bundled up and prepared for the weather, ice 
activities are a great way to get exercise and have fun. By 
following the few tips above, you’re on the right track to enjoy 
the winter season to its fullest. And remember, just because 
you’re frozen, doesn’t mean the ice is too. Have fun!

Community Notice



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 9

Community Events



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 10

Community Events
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Community Notices
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Community Events



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 13

Community Events
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Community Events
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Community Events
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Land-based Program Updates

As we bid farewell to the gentle embrace of January, we 
find ourselves standing at the threshold of the serene winter 
landscape, where the heartbeat of nature echoes through the 
movement of fur-bearing animals. In this symphony of seasonal 
transitions, Amik (beaver) crafts it lodges, leaving behind a 
testament to resilience near the shores of lakes, creeks and 
swamps. Likewise, Waaboose (snowshoe hare) undergoes a 
breathtaking transformation, donning its thickest white coat 
to brave the harshest of winter’s grasp. In harmony with this 
natural cadence, our community embarks on the vital harvest 
of these creatures- one of the cornerstones of our land-based 
program. 
    Looking ahead to February and March, our focus turns to the 
careful and mindful harvesting of select fur-bearing animals, 
with a spotlight on rabbit, beaver, lynx and marten. These 
animals, once harvested, will undergo a meticulous process 
of cleaning and drying to prepare them for the tanning phase 
scheduled for May or June. 
    In February, we will journey to select inland lakes to engage 
in the timeless practice of ice fishing to seek out perch, 
bass, pike and pickerel. Our land-based activities will involve 

traversing to chosen lakes, snowshoeing, setting up fishing 
huts, drilling fishing holes, and partaking in ceremonies. A 
communal lunch shared over an open fire will add warmth to 
our winter endeavors, and we hope to capture the spirit of 
these moments digitally, of the grandest or tiniest fish from 
the depths of the lake. 
   Our Land-based program is a tapestry woven with rich 
diversity, drawing strength from the vast land and water network 
of the Robinson Huron Treaty territory. Central to its essence 
is the Mino Biimaadazawin model: a cultural compass guiding 
us towards a good life. This model is dedicated to nurturing 
the physical, spiritual, mental and emotional dimensions of 
wellbeing, rekindling profound connections with creation, self 
and community. The ultimate aim is to cultivate a deep sense 
of belonging and positive cultural identity with culture serving 
as the bedrock for holistic and enriching experiences. 
    As Mkwa Giizis unfolds, we extend an invitation for you 
to join us in various winter activities - walking, snowshoeing, 
sliding or snowmobiling across the breathtaking lands and 
water networks within the Robinson Huron Treaty territory. 
May these experiences bring you closer to the beauty of our 
identity and foster a connection that transcends generations.

Miigwetch,

 Shining Turtle,  
Sturgeon Clan, Anishinawbek Nation

A message from the 
    Land-based program, 
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Community Events
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Community Events



Community Newsletter www.WahnapitaeFirstNation.comPage 23

Housing Department Updates

Winter home safety 
checklist
Winter is upon us! This winter is expected to be colder than 
normal, with above-normal precipitation and snowfall. 
There are some things you can start preparing for.
The following is a checklist, provided by our partner Royal 
Homes, of items to check on over the next three months to 
properly maintain and prevent problems in and around your 
home during the winter season.
•	 Review your Heat Recovery Ventilation (HRV) manual and 

adjust the settings accordingly. 
•	 Keep your dehumidifiers running in the basement, 

ensuring to keep humidity levels between 30-50%.
•	 HRV filter, furnace filter, exterior screens and dryer vents 

should all be cleaned to keep the appliances working 
efficiently.

•	 The build-up of snow on your roof can damper the airflow 
in your attic space causing a possible build-up of ice. This 
is caused by the roof vents being buried in snow.

•	 Additionally, plumbing vents can become covered in snow 
which will slow sinks, toilets and drains from draining 
quickly and efficiently. If you have 3 feet to 4 feet of snow 
on your roof and it rains, the weight increases significantly.

•	 If you are asking yourself if the snow should be cleared off  
the roof, it may be best to err on the side of caution and 
do so.

•	 Snow and ice around the furnace intake and exhaust can 
shut down your furnace if it is unable to draw in fresh air 
and exhaust properly. This is also a safety concern. 

•	 The same applies to your HRV intake and exhaust. A 
minimum 12 inches – 17 inches clearance all around is a 
good rule of thumb.

•	 Interior temperature: You should be aware that certain 
warranties on products used in your home specifically 
indicate as a “best practice” that you maintain a minimum 
temperature of 15 degrees C in order to properly maintain 
the interior environment of your home. 

•	 Garden hoses should be disconnected from your exterior 
taps if they haven’t been already.  Frost free taps will 
freeze and crack if the hose is not removed and the water 
allowed to drain.

These are just a few items you should check to maintain and 
prevent problems during the winter season. Have a safe winter 
and should you have any questions, please feel free to call the 
Housing Coordinator at 705-858-0610.
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Community Partners
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WESTERN UNIVERSITY 1S 

NATIONAL WeStern� 

INDIGENOUS 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Awarded annually to five 
incoming Indigenous 
undergraduate students 
{First Nations1 Metis1 and Inuit) studying 
full-time at Western's main campus based 
on their outstanding academic excellence 
and meaningful and impactful contribution 
toward Indigenous communities. Two 
scholarships will be awarded to incoming 
students applying from Canadian high 
schools1 and one scholarship to an incoming 
Indigenous student applying from a 
postsecondary institution. Recipients must 
meet the minimum academic averages for 
their programs, and will be selected on the 
basis of academic achievement1 creative 
and innovative thinking1 and previous or 
intended contributions to Indigenous 
communities (including1 on and off reserve 
and as well as urban settings). 

For more information please contact our 
Indigenous Financial Aid Coordinator 
Donna Noah at dnoah@uwo.ca or 
{519) 661-2111 ext. 86437 

Scholarship Values 

3 awards at $50,000 each to 
incoming Indigenous students applying 

from Canadian high schools* 

2 awards at $50,000 to an incoming 
Indigenous student applying 

from a postsecondary institution* 

*$20,000 for year one, $10,000 
for years two to four based on 

ongoing registra tion 

*not applicable to second entry programs

To apply to the National Indigenous 
Scholarship Program please go to 

the following link: 

studentservices.uwo.ca/ 
NationallndigenousScholarship/ 

Students/NSI ntroPage.cfm 

Deadline: March 14'h Annually 

Indigenous 
Initiatives 

Community Partners
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We are currently recruiting for 
the following roles:

Maintenance Supervisor - Fixed Plant
Maintenance Supervisor - Fixed Plant (Shaft)
Maintenance Supervisor - Mobile
Electrical Supervisor
Mine Production Supervisor
Mine Logistics Supervisor
Major Capital and Project Procurement Lead
Process Engineer
First Aid/Security Attendant
Occupational Hygiene Technician
Maintenance Planner - Electrical
Instrumentation Technician
Millwright
Heavy Duty Equipment Mechanic
Truck and Coach  or Automotive Mechanic
Heavy Duty Mechanic Apprentice
Electrician
Welder

 

We are hiring!  
Encourage friends and family 
to register for career alerts on 
www.glencore.com/careers
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For additional information, contact:

Christina.Leader@glencore.ca or 705 693 2761, #3154  – OCT 
and Sta� Recruitment
Danielle.Stewart@glencore.ca or 705 693 2761, #3151 – Trades, 
Labourers and Sta� Recruitment

Community Partners
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4 5
6:00 • MDG 
Drumming Circle
• Healthy Snacks Bin 
Return Deadline

• Youth Ice Fishing RSVP 
Deadline

6
3:00 PM • Healthy 
Snacks Bin Pick-Up

7 8
3:30 PM • Early 
Years Programming
5:30 PM • 
Spruce Budworm 
Infosession
NRHC • Good Food 
Box Pick-Up
• Understanding 
Menopause RSVP Deadline

9 10 
10:00 AM • RHT 
Infosession @ MDG

11
9:00 AM to 8:00 
PM • In-Person 
FAL Voting @ MDG 

12 13
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!

14
1:00 PM • 
Understanding 
Menopause 
Presentation
• Parent-Teen Workshop 
RSVP Deadline

15
3:30 PM • Early 
Years Programming
5:00 PM • Nutrition 
Bingo
• Healthy Recipe OTM 
RSVP Deadline

16
6:00 PM • I am 
Enough - Parent-
Teen Workshop

17

18 19
OFFICES CLOSED

12:00 PM • Family 
Day Sliding Party 
6:00 PM • MDG 
Drumming Circle
•Understanding Human 
Trafficking Presentation 
RSVP Deadline

20
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!
• Senior’s Activity Kit 
Deadline

• Chief & Council Meeting 
Zoom Deadline

21
1:00 PM • 
Understanding 
Human Trafficking 
Presentation
6:00 PM • Traditional 
Craft Night

22
NRHC • Senior 
Activity Kits Delivery

23 24

25
4:00 PM • Full 
Moon Ceremony

26
4:00 PM • Healthy 
Recipe OTM Pick-Up
• HIV Disclosure & Women 
Presentation RSVP 
Deadline

27
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!
6:00 PM • C&C  
Regular Meeting

28
1:00 PM • HIV 
Disclosure & Women 
Presentation

29
5:30 PM • 
Herbicides & Forest 
Management Hybrid 
Infosession

1 2

3 4
• Healthy Snacks Bin 
Return Deadline

• Senior Activity Kits  
RSVP Deadline

• WFN Craft Sale: Vendor 
Sign-Up Deadline

• Responsible Gambling 
Infosession RSVP 
Deadline

5
12:00 PM • Soup’s ON!
3:00 PM • Healthy 
Snacks Bin Pick-Up
• Congregate Dining 
RSVP Deadline

6 
1:00 PM • 
Responsible 
Gambling 
Infosession

7
4:30 PM • 
Congregate Dining
5:30 PM • Waste 
Management 
Engagement Session
• Good Food Box Order 
Deadline

8 9

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Wahnapitae First Nation
February 2024 • Makwa Giizis Community Events Calendar

Financial Administration Law Online voting OPEN UNTIL 8:00 PM  Sunday, February 11 - www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com

Please visit www.wahnapitaefirstnation.com for all up-to-date community event information, news and notices.

FAL Online Vote 
Closes 8:00 PM


